Chen WangAcademician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering

 {#ame212012-sec-0002}

I would like to extend my best congratulations to all concerned for the publication of the inaugural issue of *Animal Models and Experimental Medicine* (*AMEM*), an English journal published jointly by the Chinese Association for Laboratory Animal Sciences (CALAS) and the Institute of Laboratory Animal Sciences of Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College.

Basic medical research has been at the forefront of science and technology development. Essential to that, laboratory animal science is of foundamental importance in biomedical research, providing key advantages in understanding mechanisms of health and disease without posting actual risks to human beings. Appropriate utilization of laboratory animals is one of the prerequisites to having discoveries and achievements that can be internationally recognized and applied. Laboratory animals and animal models will steadily boost development of multiple disciplines in life sciences and medicine. Focusing on multi‐disciplinary integration, the *AMEM* reflects the dedication of the editorial team to set up an international communication platform for scientists to share their achievements and views from their respective backgrounds. It is dedicated to be conducive to scientific research and facilitate researchers to understand research hotspots, emerging subjects, and industrial trends in laboratory animal sciences. In addition, the *AMEM* will actively promote the development of laboratory animal science and experimental medicine, paying special attention to sensitive issues such as animal welfare and ethics.

The most sincere congratulations are due to the editor‐in‐chief, Dr. Chuan Qin, and the entire editorial team, who are committed to make the *AMEM* to be high‐quality, informative, and professional. And I am sure it will provide unparalleled spaces for promoting original and practical research in laboratory animal sciences, benefiting medical sciences across the world. I foresee the bright future for the journal, and hope it will inspire more novel, insightful and cutting‐edge ideas.
